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Medicine: The Wellcome Galleries, 2019
Science Museum



Map of London’s Sites of 
Medical Interest, 1913



http://medicalmuseums.org/



Museum Wormianum depicting 
Ole Worm’s (1588 – 1654) ‘cabinet of 
curiosities’



Barts Pathology MuseumGordon Museum



Hunterian Museum
Royal College of Surgeons



Bethlem Museum of the Mind



Royal College of Nursing

Royal College of Physicians Association of Anaesthetists



Freud Museum Florence Nightingale Museum Alexander Fleming Laboratory 
Museum





Medicine collections at the Science Museum



Sir Henry Wellcome (1853 – 1936)



Tabloid first aid kit, given to Alcock and 
Brown, for their first transatlantic non-
stop flight

Wellcome chemical research laboratory











Problematic legacies 





Group shot of pairs of prosthetic limbs made for Tracey Baynam, living 
with impairments caused by the compound thalidomide.

“The trouble was they were like an old 
comfy pair of shoes. By the time you’d got 
used to them and they were all 
comfortable you were too big for them 
and you’d got to have another pair.” 
Tracey Baynam.

Lived experience and multiple viewpoints 



PART 3

Contemporary collecting 





PARTICIPATORY COLLECTING WITH 
INDIVIDUALS WITH LIVED EXPERIENCE



Challenges and constraints

How to collect new emerging technologies?
How inclusive is our collecting – who’s stories 
are we missing? 
How can we collect globally and ethically?



https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.
org.uk/search

http://surgicat.rcseng.ac.uk/



Thank you for listening!


