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Anatomists



Anatomy : a very old word

Ana | tome Greek noun

Up | cutting English equivalent

Ana | tomia Greek abstract noun

Dis | sectio Latin abstract noun

In | cisio Latin equivalent

In | cision English equivalent



What’s the most important 
thing to know about the history 

of anatomy?

ARISTOTLE’S CATEGORIES

Aristotle (Aristoteles), Greek philosopher 
384-322 BC



ARISTOTLE’S CATEGORIES
1. SUBSTANCE e.g. man, horse

2. QUANTITY e.g. four foot, five foot

3. QUALIFICATION e.g. white, grammatical

4. RELATIVITY e.g. larger, double, half

5. LOCATION e.g. in the in the market place

6. TIME e.g. yesterday, last year 

7. BEING–IN–A–POSITION e.g. is sitting 

8. HAVING, OR STATE e.g. has shoes on

9. DOING, OR ACTION e.g. cutting, burning 

10. BEING–AFFECTED e.g. being cut, being



GALEN (c. 130-200 AD)
De usu partium 

= On the usefulness of the parts of the 
body

Shorter mediaeval version:
De iuvamentis membrorum

= On the advantages of the members 



Galenus, De usu partium corporis humani … Nicolao Regio 
calabro interprete, Paris: ex officina Simonis Colinaei, 1528



Galenus, De usu partium 
corporis humani

Bidloo 1699



GALEN (c. 130-200 AD)

De anatomicis administrandis
= On the handling of anatomical matters 

A running commentary on dissection

Not known in the Middle Ages ;

returns with a vengeance in 1531



Mundinus (Mondino de 
Liuzzi, died 1326; of Bologna)

wrote

Anathomia 
“for my pupils in 

medicine”







Mundinus (Mondino de 
Liuzzi, died 1326; of Bologna)



Lecturing on Mundinus, 1495



Commentators on Mundinus
1521: Berengario da Carpi
1470-1550,  also of Bologna

Matthaeus Curtius 
(Matteo Corti) 1475-1542

A philologist: “What do words mean?”
e.g. 

Homoeomerous v. Anhomoeomerous



Commentators on Mundinus

Matthaeus Curtius 

(Matteo Corti) 1475-1542

A philologist: “What do words mean?”

Homoeomerous v. Anhomoeomerous



Matthaeus Curtius 
(Matteo Corti) 1475-1542

Question: what is the "vermis"?

uermıs
?







GALEN AND THE 
PHILOLOGISTS



Matthaeus Curtius 
(Matteo Corti) 1475-1542

Classic row about words and things with 
Andreas Vesalius, 1540 

Corti: "We must distinguish between the glottis 
and the epiglottis. "

Vesalius: "What does it matter what they are 
called, they might as well be called Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, or John for all the difference it 
would make. What matters are the things 



Andreas Vesalius
1514-1564, from Brussels

In Padua, he wrote 

De humani corporis fabrica

(“On the fabric of the human body”)

Basel 1543; second edition 1555



Andreas Vesalius
1514-1564, from Brussels



Andreas Vesalius
1514-1564, from Brussels



Vesalius and the philologists



Leiden University
• Founded 1575

• Pieter Paaw was 
the first 
professor of 
anatomy and 
botany (1576-
1617) and built 
the anatomy 
theatre



William Harvey (1578-1657): 
the culmination of the 
Aristotelian tradition?

Author of 
Exercitatio anatomica de 

motu cordis et sanguinis 
in animalibus   1628

=Anatomical dissertation 
on the movement of the 
heart and blood in 



William
Hunter

(1718-1783)

Anatomia uteri 
humani gravidi 

Birmingham 1774  

Applying anatomy 

Aristotelian category: TIME



Richard Bright
(1789-1858)

Reports of 
medical cases ... 
by a reference to 
morbid anatomy

London 

1827-1831

Aristotelian 
category: Being 

affected or 
PATHOS



Albrecht von 
Haller

(1708–1777)
Icones 

anatomicae 

Göttingen

1756-1782

Aristotelian 
category: Action or 

POIESIS



Desault and Bichat

Pierre-Joseph Desault

1738-1795

Xavier Bichat 
1771-1802. 



Bichat’s “tissus”
21 types of tissue

Cellular

Nervous

Arterial

Venous

Exhalant

Absorbent

Bone

Marrow

Cartilage

Fibrous

Muscular

Mucousetc.



• Is there an “Old anatomy” (up to 1800) and 
a “New anatomy” (post-1800)?

• “New anatomy”: physics and chemistry; 
experimental physiology; comparative 
anatomy; clinical anatomy and pathology; 
death of “the soul”

• Or is there just a single great and broad 

“Anatomical Tradition”?



Questions?

William Schupbach

w.schupbach@wellcome.org


