




Spinal tuberculosis 
(and psoas abscess) 
in Egyptian mummy 
circa 1000 BC



Leprosy in 
Egyptian mummy



KnownKnown diseases of antiquity

Palaeopathology

Tuberculosis
Leprosy
Smallpox
Schistosomiasis

Trachoma Ebers Papyrus 1500 BC

Diphtheria
Tetanus Hippocrates 400 BC

Rabies
Anthrax Virgil 1st century BC

Contemporary 
descriptions





1000AD

The understanding of infectious disease over the ages



Plague protective
clothing 1656
(designed by
Charles Delorme of 
Marseilles)
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Giralomo
Fracastoro
1478 –1553





Combing head 
lice from a youth

Hortus sanitas 1491



Thomas Moffet

1553 –1604



A page from
Thomas Moffet's
Insectorum 
Theatrum 1590



Little Miss Muffet
(Moffet)
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Title page of
Robert Hooke's
Micrographia
1665





Antonie van
Leeuwenhoek
1632–1723











Sir John Pringle
1707 – 1782





Lady Mary Wortley 
Montagu

1689-1762





Benjamin Jesty
c.1736-1816



Edward Jenner
1749-1823



The hand of Sarah Nelmes – cowpox





Artist Gaston Melingue's version of Jenner's vaccination 
of James Phipps 





Vaccination session in Chateau Liancourt c.1820



Street vaccination
session in Paris



Military vaccination session in France



The Chantry, Jenner's home in Berkeley, Glos.





Ignaz Semmelweis
1818 –1865





John Snow

1813 –1858



Cholera
Präservativ
Frau, and dog!





Cholera in Paris

(Daumier, 1840)

aris



Punch cartoon
1855



John Snow's map 
of cholera deaths 
in Soho



The infamous
Broad Street 
pump, 1854



John Snow's map 
of cholera deaths 
in Soho



Susannah Eley's death certificate





Arthur 
Hassall

1817–1894



Max von Pettenkofer
1818 –1901

Professor of Hygiene
Munich





James Paget
1814-1899



John Goodsir's drawing of Sarcina ventriculi, 1842



Casimir Davaine 1850

Saw microscopic rods in animals
dead from anthrax

Thought they were living, named
them 'Bacteridium' 



“Miriadi di vibrioni”

Vibrio cholera (sic)
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Louis Pasteur
1822 –1895

(Painting by Albert 
Edelfelt)



Inoculating sheep with Pasteur's anthrax vaccine



Joseph Lister

1827 –1912



Lister greets Pasteur at a celebration of Pasteur's 70th birthday 
in Dec 1892 at the Sorbonne



Robert Koch
1844 -1910







von Behring Kitasato





Paul Ehrlich and S. Hata



Differential staining of tissue components





Treatment of framboesia
with Salvarsan



Treatment of tertiary 
syphilis with Salvarsan



Paul Ehrlich in his study in 1910



Gerhard Domagk
1895 – 1964







A page from Lister's 
notebook in the 1870s



Alexander Fleming
1881 – 1955









Howard Florey Ernst Chain
1898 – 1968 1906 –1979
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Barry
Marshall

Robin 
Warren




