The History of Apothecaries and General Practice in the UK
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The Rose Case 1699 - 1704

* William Rose sued by John
Seale/RCP 1699 for ‘charging for
visits’

* Guilty verdict overturned House

of Lords 1704 — clearly usual
practice

* Apothecaries legally able to
visit, diagnose & issue
medication autonomously

e But could only charge for
medication

* Expansion of numbers, status &
income of apothecaries 18C



Who else provided medical care?

» Surgeon — apprenticeship.
Phlebotomy, wounds, fractures,
sprains, sore throats, boils,
teeth, leg ulcers. Licensed by CS
or Bishop.

* Physician — ‘elite.” Uni educated,
licensed by RCP or Bishop. RCP
vs apothecaries a constant
theme.
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* Midwives
* Druggists

* Irregulars — educated
gents/wives, wise women,
itinerants; little notion that
medical qualifications important
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Re-invention: the surgeon-
apothecary-man midwife

* Increasing competition within &
from outside the profession 18C

e Response — broaden training,
expertise & caseload; Surgeon —
Apothecary

* Forerunner of modern GP?

* Male midwifery




Competition and the period of
medical reform

e Period of medical reform — 15t
half 19C — to determine who
could practise as a doctor

T e o 3 * Provincial Medical & Surgical
i SR el Association 1832 - BMA 1845

'GEQRQU T Haci 1 * Apothecaries Act 1815

ESHEE C DIEO » Syllabus — 5 yrs apprenticeship,
EAR LRAY. o lectures, 6m in hospital, examined

~An A& for better regulating the Pradice of Apothe-

caties throughout Zngland and Wales, ; jointly by WSA & RCS

[rath Yuly1815.]

WHER-EA% -}_(x}is-Majsen Kfincg ""‘"j;‘ the F;’xril, by Beuers Patent, Charter by A . .
By under the Great Seal of Great Britain, bearing Date the Sixth Jac. 1.to the 4
Nojpmreonialioo v dau sl fak. * Defined apothecary for the first
‘Himfelf, His Heirs and Succeffors, grant unto #illiam Beffe, and divers c&m’ ol
.other Perfons therein named, and to all and fingular other Perfons whom- . E .
foever, brought up and fkilful in the Art, Myflery, or Faculiy of % tI m e
Apothecaries, and exercifing the fame Art, Myftery, or Faculty, then 3
being Freemen of the Myftery of Grocers of the City of London, or being
* Freemen of any I;tehe‘i; Art,illvlyﬂery,dm Faculty in the dl;aid City of Londot . . )
(fo as they had been brought up and were' expert .in the Art or Myftery 4 PY R f d S t
of Apothecaries), that they, and all fuch Men of the faid Art or Myft & y
of Ag‘;(hecaﬁcs)of and inythe faid City of London and Suburbs a’;’ :l:z i e I n o rce OC I e S ro e
fame, and within Seven Miles of the faid City, ‘might and fhould be e
- one Body Corporate and Politic, in Subftance, Deed, and Nanie, by 2 . . oo
the Name of the Mafter, Wardens, and Society of the Art and Myftery & [ ] Legal prlvlleges for quallfled

of Apothecaries of the.City of London; and did ordain and declare, that

by the fame Name .lhqy" ﬁ'ngght h;zc perpema}ISucce_ﬂion, and have, pur. Ve .
chafe, poffefs, enjoy, and retain Manors, Mefluages, Lands, Tenements,
Liberties, Privile; es; Franchifes, Jurifdi&tions, and Hereditaments to them a p Ot e C a rl e S
and their Succeflors, in Fee Simple and Perpetuity, or for Term of Year -
or Years, or otherwife howloever ; and alfo Goods and Chattels, and all

19U other




Medical Act 1858

e Competition & clamour for
regulation continued after 1815

 Medical Act 1858 — John Simon
(1816 — 1904) first MoH.
Established GMC

* By end 19C — effective unification of
qualifications & status, doctors uni
& hospital trained. Apprenticeship
abolished 1892

e Competition continued —
homeopaths, nurses, chemists,
teeth pullers, opticians, spiritualists,
faith healers, wise women,
osteopaths, chiropodists,
VD/cancer/obesity/consumption
curers (GMC 1908)







Nationl Halth Insurance Act 1911

; : * David Lloyd George 1863 - 1945

* Panel system — replaced friendly
societies & poor law

* Workers income <£160/yr, c.50%
of working population

e Capitation fee to GPs

* Free at point of service 2
increased consultation rate

* Income secure, reduced
e EIEIELS

* Reinvention — GPs hard working
for reliable income; ?encouraged
doctor-orientated medicine

A CHEAP DIVERSION.
“Lxr's GO TO THE MUSIC-MALL?" " Naw,'
“Lxr's 00 YO THE SINNEMER, THEX?" “Naw.”
“WELL, coME OX, LET'S GO AXD BEE NY FAXKL



The reinvented panel doctor

* 3-5 mins consultations, no appointments

* Pts unquestioning, examination rare, stock bottle or sick note

* Private pts — appointment, longer consultation, referrals, prescription
* Premises, equipment, staff sometimes poor — no financial incentive

* Beginnings of poorer reputation cf. hospital service




Another reinvention: The NHS GP 1948

e Continuation of capitation
system for GPs

e Continuing lack of incentive to
invest

e Moran 1958 ‘fallen off ladder’

* High workload, demoralisation,
‘screening and filtering’. “Broke
and bored”

* Collings Report 1950
* Gillie Report 1963

* Family Doctor Charter 1966,
‘golden age of general practice’

MORITURE TE SALUTANT
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Reinvention continues...
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