Medicine in the 18t
Century

Dr Alun Withey

University of Exeter




Themes for Today

* The 18t century = a previously often-overlooked
period in medicine...But a fantastic one!

* Lots of continuity with what had gone before...
* BUT:
 Growth in medical education

* Medical institutions, and beginnings of
professionalization

* Burgeoning Medical Marketplace



Continuities (1

FLEGMAT SANGVIN

* Ongoing beliefs in
the humours

S
COLERIC



Continuities (2

—

Three-part
structure of
medical
practitioners.
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Herman Boerhaave (1688- Dr James Lind, 1716-1794)
1738)



in 1786

irmary in

Newcastle Inf



reet, now General Dispeasary.]

General Dispensary, Aldersgate St,
London, est. 1770

Dispensory for thelnfont Poor

George Armstrong’s
Dispensary for the infant
poor in London, est. 1769

Surrey Dispensary,
Falmouth St, London




Bamburgh Castle, Northumberland
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Advertisement from the
Northampton Mercury, 22
November 1784.

This is one amongst six
different medicines on a
single page of this edition.



GoOUT.







