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Founded in 1617, the Society of Apothecaries is a unique 
and multifaceted institution, a livery company and 
medical organisation with civic, ceremonial, social, 

educational and charitable roles. 

Its founding charter recognised apothecaries’ specialist 
skills in compounding and dispensing medicines and the 

institution’s activities later developed to include drug 
manufacturing and medical licensing.

THE SOCIETY OF APOTHECARIES



THE SOCIETY TODAY

• Society events and programme

charitable, educational & sociable activities

• Membership –Yeoman, Liveryman

• 85% medical or pharmaceutical

• Governed by the Court of Assistants

• 2 Faculties and 7 diplomas

• Collections and Hall



FACULTY OF HISTORY & PHILOSOPHY OF MEDICINE & 
PHARMACY

• Membership

• Courses

• History of Medicine

• Philosophy & Ethics

• Pharmacy History

• Events 

• Eponymous lectures

• Symposia

• Special events

• Apothecaries’ Lecturers



Apothecaries’ Hall in the 

1780s following addition of 

new laboratories and 

warehouses

The Courtyard of 

Apothecaries’ Hall by 

George Shepherd, 1814

Drug production at Apothecaries’ 

Hall c. 1910

The Manufacturing 

Laboratory its closure in 

1922

Drug Manufacturing at Apothecaries’ Hall

The Courtyard and 

Retail Shop, c. 1830



INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE



COURSE AIMS

• Our aim for the course is that it equips participants to fulfil their personal 
objectives and interests in medical history. This could be:

• Following a specific curiosity into a particular specialty, time period or theme

• Enabling them to feel confident to carry out their own research for personal or 
professional satisfaction; 

• Or immersing themselves in a new discipline with a group of like-minded 
people.



LEARNING OUTCOMES

 An understanding of medical and healthcare practice from ancient to modern times and how this 
contributed to the evolution of the Western Medical Tradition, with brief insights into non-Western 
Medical traditions.

 An insight into important concepts in medical and healthcare history.

 An understanding of the historian’s approach to medical and healthcare history, research 
methodology and historiography.

 Experience of expert lectures from around 50 different historians, curators and clinicians from a 
variety of fields and methodologies.

 An awareness of why people, events and developments in medicine have been accorded historical 
significance.

 The ability to undertake independent reading and research on medical history topics.

 Social and intellectual interaction through discussion, visits to London medical museums and 
networking with individuals with shared interests.

 The ability to identify, access and evaluate historic material. 









ONLINE COURSE DAYS

So that online sessions work well please remember the following:
 Please join the live online sessions on Saturdays if you can; if you can’t please let Maria or the

Course Director know.
 Please mute yourself when you enter the meeting and throughout the lecture as the lectures will

be recorded
 If you have an immediate quick query during the session please feel free to private message me

using the chat function on Zoom. Longer questions please email historydirector@apothecaries.org
 There will be time for Q&A after each lecture and this section will not be recorded.
 Whilst I recognise that there are times when we want to be off camera and internet connections

can be dodgy, the interaction with a lecturer face to face via Zoom during discussion is really
worthwhile. Seeing your faces will also help me to get to know everyone and aid discussion!

 For questions to the speaker, please use the participants tab on Zoom to virtually raise your hand at
the end of the session or raise it on camera. When I invite you to, please unmute yourself so you
may ask the question directly.

 If you’d prefer to type your question in chat please send them to me. Please refrain from sending
questions directly to the lecturer as it can be off-putting for messages to pop up whilst they are
speaking. Questions can also get missed.

 Any technical issues please let Maria and I know straight away using the chat function if you are
logged on to Zoom or email if not.

mailto:historydirector@apothecaries.org


COURSE MATERIALS

• All course materials, including lecture recordings, the course booklet with lecture synopses, and the

bibliography for the course, are made available electronically via the secure student area.

• Participants are reminded that this is for personal use only. Please do not give anyone else access to this

portal.

• Many of the speakers also make their slides available after each lecture and are pleased for students to

contact them after the session if they have a particular interest in the subject or a question they were

unable to ask. Lecturers may provide email addresses in the lecture synopsis or you can contact them via

Maria Ferran, our Faculty Manager.



SECURE STUDENT AREA

• Students should have received an email via our Word Press site (which may go 
to your junk folder) with details of a username and password. This enables you 
to access the secure student area. 



RESOURCES IN STUDENT AREA: 
COURSE BOOKLET AND BIBLIOGRAPHY

 The Course Booklet contains the information covered in today’s introductory session in
addition to lecture synopses and specialised reading suggestions for each topic should
students wish to pursue an area in greater detail. The booklet also includes the material
covered in today’s introductory session.

 The Course Bibliography containing articles, books, edited collections, podcasts and websites is
provided as a resource for participants. They are suggestions for further reading on the
subjects covered and are provided to encourage independent reading and research on topics
that may be of particular interest. They are not a required reading list.

 Core Reading Suggestions - A selection of introductory sources on the history of medicine that
previous participants have found most helpful when taking the History of Medicine Course.





USEFUL INFORMATION AND CONTACTS

• Further information on the DHMSA can be found at: 

• https://www.apothecaries.org/diploma-in-the-history-of-medicine/

• Examination Queries to Jenny Pritchard, Email: Asstreg@apothecaries.org

• Faculty Manager, Maria Ferran, email: facultyhp@apothecaries.org

• Course Director, Anna Simmons, email: historydirector@apothecaries.org

• DHMSA Convenor, Tina Matthews, email: convenordhmsa@gmail.com

• About the Faculty: https://www.apothecaries.org/about-the-faculty/

• About the Courses which also include Philosophy of Medicine and Pharmacy History: 
https://www.apothecaries.org/courses/

• About the Events:  https://www.apothecaries.org/faculty-events/ (includes links to past lectures on YouTube and 
Podcasts on SoundCloud)

https://www.apothecaries.org/diploma-in-the-history-of-medicine/
mailto:Asstreg@apothecaries.org
mailto:facultyhp@apothecaries.org
mailto:historydirector@apothecaries.org
mailto:convenordhmsa@gmail.com
https://www.apothecaries.org/about-the-faculty/
https://www.apothecaries.org/courses/
https://www.apothecaries.org/faculty-events/


DHMSA
DIPLOMA IN THE HISTORY OF MEDICINE OF THE SOCIETY OF 

APOTHECARIES

First DHMSA Exam – November 1970 DHMSA Lectures 1971-1972



CORE READING SUGGESTIONS

• The following texts are titles that previous participants have found most helpful when taking the History of Medicine 
Course. They are not revision guides for the associated DHMSA exam, but publications that reflect the course’s introductory 
nature, breadth of coverage, multidisciplinary audience and primary focus on western medical traditions. It is important that
individuals on the course read widely and further specialised suggestions on the topics covered are provided in the 
bibliography accompanying the course and with the lecture synopses included in the course booklet. 

• Please note that the titles suggested below can be purchased second hand, for example via www.abebooks.co.uk and via 
second-hand booksellers on Amazon.  

• William Bynum, The History of Medicine, a very short introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008).

• L. Conrad, Michael Neve, Vivian Nutton, Roy Porter and Andrew Wear, The Western Medical Tradition: 800 BC to AD 1800
(Cambridge: CUP, 1995). 

• W.F. Bynum, Anne Hardy, Stephen Jacyna, Christopher Lawrence, E.M. Tansey, The Western Medical Tradition 1800-2000
(Cambridge: CUP, 2006).

• Roy Porter, The Greatest Benefit to Mankind; a medical history of humanity from antiquity to the present (London: Fontana 
Press, 1999, reprint 2017).

• Roy Porter, The Cambridge Illustrated History of Medicine (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, rev. ed 2006).

http://www.abebooks.co.uk/


BECOMING AN HISTORIAN: 
AN INFORMAL GUIDE

• For guidance on starting out in historical research and 
advice on participating in the historical community:

• Penelope J. Corfield and Tim Hitchcock, Becoming an 
Historian: An Informal Guide (London: Institute of Historical 
Research, 2022). Free PDF available at 

• https://www.sas.ac.uk/publications/becoming-historian

https://www.sas.ac.uk/publications/becoming-historian


COURSE BIBLIOGRAPHY





FIND OUT MORE!


