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History of Medicine – Bibliography for the Course 
 
The following articles, books, edited collections, podcasts and websites  are provided as a 
resource for those taking the 15-day history of medicine course run by the Society of 
Apothecaries. They are suggestions for further reading on the subjects covered and are 
provided to encourage independent reading and research on topics that may be of particular 
interest. They are not a required reading list. For a selection of introductory sources on the 
history of medicine please see the pdf Core Reading Suggestions.  
 
The listed sources reflect the course’s introductory nature, the number of lectures on a given 
topic, its target audience and British focus. Participants will also find that many lecturers 
provide more specialised reading suggestions on their subject areas and these can be found 
in the Course Booklet and Lecture Synopses. This list is intended to guide participants want 
further resources on a particular specialty, time period or theme and enable them to feel 
confident to carry out their own research for personal or professional satisfaction. 
 
General Reading: History of Medicine 
Mark Jackson, The History of Medicine: A Beginners Guide (London: One World, 2014).  
William Bynum, The History of Medicine, a very short introduction (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2008). 
Roy Porter, The Greatest Benefit to Mankind; a medical history of humanity from antiquity to 
the present (London: Fontana Press, 1999, reprint 2017). 
Roy Porter, The Cambridge Illustrated History of Medicine (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, rev. ed 2006). 
Jacalyn Duffin, History of Medicine: A scandalously short introduction (Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press, 3rd Edition 2021).  
Erwin H. Ackerknecht, A Short History of Medicine: Revised and Expanded Edition (Baltimore: 
John Hopkins University Press, 2016). 
L. Conrad et al., The Western Medical Tradition: 800 BC to AD 1800 (Cambridge: CUP, 1995).  
W.F. Bynum, Anne Hardy, Stephen Jacyna, Christopher Lawrence, E.M. Tansey, The Western 
Medical Tradition 1800-2000 (Cambridge: CUP, 2006). 
 
The Making of Modern Medicine by Andrew Cunningham. 30 episodes exploring 2,000 years 
of the history of western medicine, available from the Radio 4 website, all thirty parts at 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00k9b7r 
 
Studying History and the History of Medicine 
V. Berridge, “History Matters? History’s role in health policy making,” Medical History. 2008 
52 (3), 311-26. https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/medical-history/article/history-
matters-historys-role-in-health-policy-making/B1B87DAEF507FB2087A132C11B1F45A4 
Penelope Corfield and Tim Hitchcock, Becoming an Historian: An Informal Guide (London: 
Institute of Historical Research, 2022). Free PDF available at  
https://www.sas.ac.uk/publications/becoming-historian 
John Pickstone, “A Brief History of Medical History,”  
http://www.history.ac.uk/makinghistory/resources/articles/history_of_medicine.html 
John Pickstone and Michael Worboys, “Between and Beyond ‘Histories of Science’ and 
‘Histories of Medicine’,” Isis, March 2011, 102 (1), 97-101. Available free via JSTOR. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00k9b7r
http://lib.leeds.ac.uk/record=b1615119
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/medical-history/article/history-matters-historys-role-in-health-policy-making/B1B87DAEF507FB2087A132C11B1F45A4
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/medical-history/article/history-matters-historys-role-in-health-policy-making/B1B87DAEF507FB2087A132C11B1F45A4
https://www.sas.ac.uk/publications/becoming-historian
http://www.history.ac.uk/makinghistory/resources/articles/history_of_medicine.html
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Richard H. Shyrock, “The Historian Looks at Medicine,” Bulletin of the Institute of the History 
of Medicine, December 1937, 5 (10), 887-894. Available free via JSTOR. 
Gabrielle M. Spiegel’s Presidential Address to the American Historical Association reviews 
how and why historians study history 
https://www.historians.org/about-aha-and-membership/aha-history-and-
archives/presidential-addresses/gabrielle-m-spiegel 
Keir Waddington, “Understanding the Social History of Medicine: Historiography” from Keir 
Waddington, An Introduction to the Social History of Medicine: Europe since 1500 
(Houndmills: Palgrave-Macmillan, 2011), 1-15.  
 
Accessing Journal Articles online - JSTOR 
More information on how to access research resources is provided during the course, but, if 
you don’t have institutional library access, JSTOR is a great resource to sign up to. Up to 100 
journal articles are available to read free online a month if you register. Some material is 
available to download as PDFs. Register at www.jstor.org/register . Articles from the last few 
years are generally not available but JSTOR includes access to journals including Bulletin of 
the History of Medicine (1939-2016), Isis (1913-2016), Pharmacy in History (1959-2020), Social 
History (1976-2014), Economic History Review (1927-2016), British Medical Journal (1857-
1980) plus Book Chapters from Brill.  
 
Egyptian Medicine 
Arthur C. Aufderheide, The Scientific Study of Mummies (Cambridge: CUP, 2003).  
Rosalie David, The Manchester Museum Mummy Project (Manchester Museum, Manchester, 
1979). 
Rosalie David, Egyptian Mummies and Modern Science (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2008, paperback ed. 2014). 
Rosalie David and Eileen Murphy (eds.), The Life and Times of Takabuti in Egypt: Investigating 
the Belfast Mummy (Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 2021). 
John Nunn, Ancient Egyptian Medicine (London: British Museum Press, 2000). 
 
Greek and Roman Medicine 
Robin Lane Fox, The Invention of Medicine: From Homer to Hippocrates (London: Penguin 
Books, 2020). 
Vivian Nutton, Ancient Medicine (London: Routledge, 2013), second edition.  
Vivian Nutton, Galen: A Thinking Doctor in Imperial Rome (London: Routledge, 2020).  
Vivian Nutton, chapters 1-3, in L. Conrad et al., The Western Medical Tradition: 800 BC to AD 
1800 (Cambridge: CUP, 1995). 
 
Ayurveda 
Dominik Wujastyk, ch. on Ayurvedic Medicine; J. van Alpen J and A. Arris (eds.), Oriental 
Medicine (London: Serindia, 1995).  
Dominik Wujastyk, Roots of Ayurveda (London: Penguin, 2003).  
Dagmar Wujastyk and Frederik Smith, Global and Modern Ayurveda (London: Penguin, 2013). 
The Usman Report (1923). Translations of Regional Submissions. Edited by Dagmar 
Wujastyk and Christèle Barois; https://indianmedicine.nl/article/view/38278 
 
 

https://www.historians.org/about-aha-and-membership/aha-history-and-archives/presidential-addresses/gabrielle-m-spiegel
https://www.historians.org/about-aha-and-membership/aha-history-and-archives/presidential-addresses/gabrielle-m-spiegel
http://www.jstor.org/register
https://indianmedicine.nl/article/view/38278
https://indianmedicine.nl/article/view/38278
https://indianmedicine.nl/article/view/38278
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Medicine in the Islamic World 
J.C. Lamoreaux, Hunayn Ibn Ishaq on his Galen Translations (Utah: Brigham Young 
University Press, 2016). 
P.E. Pormann and E. Savage-Smith, Medieval Islamic Medicine (Edinburgh: Edinburgh 
University Press, 2007). 
P. Pormann, “The formation of the Arabic Pharmacology between tradition and 
innovation,” Annals of Science, 2011 (68), 493-515. 
 
Chinese Medicine 
Linda Barnes, Needles, Herbs, Gods and Ghosts: China, Healing and the West to 1848 (Harvard: 
Harvard University Press, 2005). 
Elizabeth Hsu, Innovation in Chinese Medicine (Cambridge: CUP, 2001).  
Ted Kaptchuk, The Web That Has No Weaver: Understanding Chinese Medicine (London: 
McGraw Hill, rev. edition, 2000).  
 
Medieval Medicine 
Faye M. Getz, Medicine in the English Middle Ages (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1998) 
P. Gil-Sotres, “The Regimens of Health,” in M.D. Grmek (ed.), Western Medical Thought from 
Antiquity to the Middle Ages (Cambridge, Mass, and London: Harvard University Press, 1998) 
C. Rawcliffe, Medicine and Society in Later Medieval England (Sutton Publishing: Stroud, 1995) 
C. Rawcliffe, Urban Bodies: Communal Health in Late Medieval English Towns and Cities (Boydell 
Press: Woodbridge, 2013) 
N. G. Sirasi, Medieval and Early Renaissance Medicine: An Introduction to Knowledge and Practice 
(Chicago University Press: Chicago, 1990). 
 
Early Modern Medicine  
Harold Cook, “Medicine,” in Katherine Park and Lorraine Daston (eds.), The Cambridge History 
of Science, vol. 3, Early Modern Science (Cambridge: CUP, 2006), pp.407-34.  
Mark S.R. Jenner and Patrick Wallis (eds.), Medicine and the Market in England and Its 
Colonies, c.1450-c.1850 (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007). 
Elaine Leong, Recipes and Everyday Knowledge: Medicine, Science and the Household in Early 
Modern England (Chicago: Chicago University Press, 2018). 
Mary Lindemann, Medicine and Society in Early Modern Europe (Cambridge: CUP, 2nd ed., 
2010)  
Patrick Wallis, “Consumption, Retailing and Medicine in Early Modern London,” Economic 
History Review, 61, 1 (2008), pp. 26-53. 
Andrew Wear, “Medicine in Early Modern Europe, 1500-1700.” Chapter 6, in L. Conrad et al., 
The Western Medical Tradition: 1800 to 2000 (Cambridge: CUP, 2008).  
Andrew Wear, Knowledge and Practice in English Medicine, 1550-1580 (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2000). 
 
Renaissance Learned Medicine 
K. Park, and L. Daston (eds.), The Cambridge History of Science, vol. 3: Early Modern Science 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008). 
Ian Maclean, Logic, Signs and Nature in the Renaissance (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2002). 
Bruce T. Moran, Paracelsus: An Alchemical Life (London: Reaktion Books, 2019). 
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Vivian Nutton, Renaissance Medicine: A Short History of European Medicine in the Sixteenth 
Century (London and New York: Routledge, 2022). 
Andrew Wear, Roger French and Iain Lonie (eds.), The Medical Renaissance of the Sixteenth 
Century (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985). 
 
Medicine in the Eighteenth Century 
Christopher Lawrence, Medicine in the Making of Modern Britain, 1700-1920 (London/New 
York: Routledge, 1994). 
Susan Lawrence, Charitable Knowledge: Hospital Pupils and Practitioners in 18th Century 
London (Cambridge: CUP, 1996). 
Dorothy Porter and Roy Porter, Patient’s Progress: Doctors and Doctoring in Eighteenth-
Century England (Cambridge: Polity Press, 1989). 
Roy Porter, Health for Sale: Quackery in England 1660-1850 (Manchester: MUP, 1989). 
Emma Spary, “Health and Medicine in the Enlightenment” in M. Jackson (ed.), The 
Oxford Handbook of the History of Medicine (Oxford:  OUP, 2011).  
 
The History of the Society of Apothecaries  
Juanita Burnby, A Study of the English Apothecary from 1660 to 1760, Medical History 
Supplement No. 3 (London: Wellcome Institute for the History of Medicine, 1983). 
Available via:https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/medical-history/issue/study-of-the-
english-apothecary-from-1660-to-1760/4D717E9D167B03082F03B8FF921A69C2 
Penelope Hunting, A History of the Society of Apothecaries (London: Society of Apothecaries, 
1998). 
Anna Simmons, “Trade, Knowledge and Networks: the activities of the Society of 
Apothecaries and its members in London, c. 1670-c. 1800,” British Journal for the History of 
Science, June 2019, 52 (2), 273-296.  
 
Apothecaries and General Practice 
Anne Digby, The evolution of British general practice 1850-1948 (Oxford: OUP 1999).  
Irvine Loudon, Medical care and the general practitioner 1750-1850 (Oxford: Clarendon Press: 
1986). 
Irvine Loudon, John Horder and Charles Webster (eds.), General Practice under the National 
Health Service, 1948-1997 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1998) ISBN: 0198206755. 
 
Anaesthesia 
B.M. Duncum, The Development of Inhalation Anaesthesia (London: Royal Society of Medicine 
Press, 1994) (first published 1947). 
M.S. Pernick, A Calculus of Suffering – Pain, Professionalism and Anaesthesia in Nineteenth-
Century America (New York: Columbia University Press, 1985). 
A.G. McKenzie, Chapter 31 The history of anaesthesia, in J.G. Hardman, P.M. Hopkins, 
M.M.R.F Struys (eds.), Oxford Textbook of Anaesthesia (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2017). 
E. Bunker (ed.), Horace and Elizabeth: Love and Death and Painless Dentistry, the Letters of 
Horace and Elizabeth Wells, published independently and available from online book stores, 
2020. 
See also www.histansoc.org.uk  for Historic Timeline, Proceedings, Book Notices, Links. 
 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/medical-history/issue/study-of-the-english-apothecary-from-1660-to-1760/4D717E9D167B03082F03B8FF921A69C2
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/medical-history/issue/study-of-the-english-apothecary-from-1660-to-1760/4D717E9D167B03082F03B8FF921A69C2
http://www.histansoc.org.uk/
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Anatomy 
Martin Clayton and Ron Philo, Leonardo da Vinci: Anatomist (Royal Collection Publications: 
London, 2012).  
Andrew Cunningham, “The end of the sacred ritual of anatomy,” Canadian Bulletin of Medical 
History, 2001 (18), 187-204, https://www.utpjournals.press/doi/pdf/10.3138/cbmh.18.2.187 
Andrew Cunningham, The Anatomical Renaissance: The Resurrection of the Anatomical 
Projects of the Ancients (Aldershot: Scolar Press, 1997).  
Andrew Cunningham, The Anatomist Anatomis'd: An Experimental Discipline in 
Enlightenment Europe (Farnham: Ashgate, 2009).  
Martin Kemp, Leonardo da Vinci: The Marvellous works of Nature and Man (Oxford: OUP, 
2006).  
Ruth Richardson, Death, Dissection and the Destitute (London: Phoenix, 2001).   
Professor Alice Roberts traces how human knowledge of anatomy has grown and changed 
over time and how this has in turn affected our understanding of who we are (12 episodes). 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/series/m000rc4x 
Leonardo da Vinci: Anatomy. His Sketches brough to life. iPad app, London 2012. 
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/leonardo-da-vinci-anatomy/id520564038 
 
Animal and Human Health and Veterinary Science 
Robert Dunlop and David J. Williams, Veterinary History: An illustrated history (Mosby: St 
Louis, 1996).  
Anne Hardy, “Animals, disease and man: making connections,” Perspectives in Biology and 
Medicine 46 (2003), 200-215 https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/12721521/ 
Robert Kirk and Michael Worboys, “Medicine and Species: One Medicine, One History?” in 
Mark Jackson (ed.) The Oxford Handbook of the History of Medicine (Oxford: OUP, 2011), 561-
577. 
Abigail Woods, Michael Bresalier, Angela Cassidy and Rachel Mason Dentinger, Animals and 
the Shaping of Modern Medicine: One Health and Its Histories (Palgrave MacMillan, 2018) 
Open Access at https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-319-64337-3 
Abigail Woods, “Between Human and Veterinary Medicine: The History of Animals and 
Surgery,” in T. Schlich (ed.), The Palgrave Handbook of the History of Surgery,  
(Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2018), 115-131.  
James Yeates, Veterinary Science: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: OUP:2018). 
 
The Brain and Its Connections 
M.R. Bennett and P.M.S. Hacker, History of cognitive neuroscience (Chichester: Wiley-
Blackwell, 2008): 199-236 
M. Cobb, The idea of the brain. A history (London: Profile Books, 2020). 
M. Glickstein, Neuroscience: a historical introduction (Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press, 2014). 
 
History of Genetics 
P.S. Harper, A Short History of Medical Genetics, Oxford Monographs on Medical Genetics, 
vol. 57 (Oxford: OUP 2008). 
P.S. Harper, The evolution of medical genetics: a British perspective (Boca Raton: CRC Press, 
Taylor and Francis, 2020). 
A.E.H. Emery and M.L.H. Emery, The History of a Genetic Disease: Duchenne Muscular 
Dystrophy or Meryon's Disease 2e (Oxford: OUP, 2011). 

https://www.utpjournals.press/doi/pdf/10.3138/cbmh.18.2.187
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/series/m000rc4x
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/leonardo-da-vinci-anatomy/id520564038
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/12721521/
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The Heart in Medicine 
P.R. Fleming, A Short History of Cardiology (Amsterdam: Rodopi, 1997).  
W.B. Fye, Caring for the Heart: Mayo Clinic and the Rise of Specialization (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2015). 
L.J. Acierno, The History of Cardiology (London: Parthenon, 1994). 
M.E. Silverman, British Cardiology in the 20th Century (London: Springer, 2000).  
 
Human Rights, Nazi Medicine and Medical Ethics 
Robert Baker and Laurence McCullough (eds.), The Cambridge World History of Medical Ethics 
(Cambridge: CUP, 2009). 
M. Burleigh, The Third Reich (London: Pan, 2001 and 2012), especially Chapter 5. 
A. Clapham, Human Rights: A Very Short Introduction, 2nd edition (Oxford: OUP, 2015). 
W.A. Edmundson, An Introduction to Rights (2012: Cambridge: CUP) 
M. Freeman, Human Rights, 2nd edition (2011: Polity Press: Cambridge) 
L. Hunt, Inventing Human Rights: A History (2008: W.W. Norton & Co) 
Albert Jonsen, Short History of Medical Ethics (New York: OUP, 2000). 
R.N. Proctor, Racial Hygiene (Harvard: Harvard University Press, 1988). 
U. Schmidt, Secret Science: A Century of Poison Warfare and Human Experiments (Oxford: 
OUP, 2015). 
P. Weindling. Health, Race and German Politics (Cambridge: CUP, 1989). 
P. Weindling, Nazi Medicine and the Nuremberg Trials (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 
2004). 
 
Immunology 
D.J. Bibel, Milestones in Immunology: A Historical Exploration (Madison WI: Science Tech 
Publishers, 1988). 
J.M. Cruse and R.E. Lewis, Historical Atlas of Immunology (Abingdon: Taylor & Francis, 2005). 
A.M. Silverstein, A History of Immunology, Second Edition (Amsterdam: Academic 
Press/Elsevier, 2009). 
 
Medicine in Art and Interpreting Images and Objects 
Kate Arnold-Forster and Nigel Tallis, The Bruising Apothecary: Images of Pharmacy and 
Medicine in Caricature (London: Pharmaceutical Press, 1989) 
Richard Barnett, The Sick Rose or Disease and the Art of Medical Illustration (London: Thames 
& Hudson, 2014) 
Giorgio Bordin and Laura Polo D’Ambrosio, Medicine in Art (Los Angeles: Getty Publications, 
2010).  
Alan and Marcia Emery, Medicine and Art (London: Royal Society of Medicine, 2003). 
Leslie G. Matthews, Antiques of the Pharmacy. Part III. Wooden Objects: Pharmacy in Print 
(Hounslow: Merrell Dow Pharmaceuticals, 1984). 
Natasha McEnroe and Selina Hurley (eds.), The Medicine Cabinet: The Story of Health and 
Disease Told Through Extraordinary Objects (London: Andre Deutsch, 2019). 
Roy Porter on Images in Medical History 
https://archives.history.ac.uk/history-in-focus/Medical/respcambridge.html 
 
 
 

https://archives.history.ac.uk/history-in-focus/Medical/respcambridge.html
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Medicine and Empire 
Stuart Anderson, and Professionalization in the British Empire, 1780-1970, (London: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2021). 
David Arnold, “Medicine and Colonialism” in W.F. Bynum and Roy Porter (eds.), Companion 
Encyclopaedia of the History of Medicine, vol 2 (London: Routledge, 1993): 1393-1416. 
David Arnold, ‘Introduction: Tropical Medicine before Manson’ in David Arnold (ed.), Warm 
Climates and Western Medicine: The Emergence of Tropical Medicine, 1500-1900, Rodopi, 
1996, pp. 1-19. 
Pratik Chakrabati, Medicine and Empire, 1600-1900 (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2013). 
Mark Harrison, Public Health in British India: Anglo Indian Preventative Medicine, 1859-
1914, Cambridge University Press, 1994. 
Mark Harrison, Medicine in an Age of Commerce and Empire: Britain and its Tropical Colonies 
1660-1830 (Oxford: OUP, 2010).  
Deborah J. Neill, Networks in Tropical Medicine: Internationalism, Colonialism and the Rise 
of a Medical Speciality, 1890-1930, Stanford University Press, 2012.  
 
Medical Museums and Collections 
Samuel J.M.M. Alberti, Morbid Curiosities: Medical Museums in Nineteenth-Century Britain, 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011).  
Samuel J. M. M. Alberti and Elizabeth Hallam, Medical Museums: Past, Present, Future 
(London: Royal College of Surgeons of England, 2013) 
Frances Larson, An Infinity of Things: How Sir Henry Wellcome Collected the World (Oxford: 
OUP, 2009) 
Natasha McEnroe, Medicine An Imperfect Science (London: Scala Arts & Heritage, 2020). 
Science Museum Collections Online https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/objects-and-stories 
London Museums of Health and Medicine http://medicalmuseums.org/ 
Sick to Death Medical Museum, Chester, with accompanying podcast of eight episodes 
covering the history of medicine from the Ancient World to War and Disease 
https://sicktodeath.org/the-sick-to-death-podcast/ 
 
Microscopy, Tissues and Cells 
Terence Allen, Microscopy: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: OUP, 2015). 
B. Ford, The Revealing Lens: Mankind and the Microscope (London: Harrap, 1973). 
Arthur F.W. Hughes, A History of Cytology (London: Abelard-Schuman, 1959). 
H. Grunze and A.I. Spriggs, History of Clinical Cytology 2nd Edition (Darmstadt: G.I.T. Verlag 
Ernst Giebeler, 1983). 
Esmond R. Long, A History of Pathology (New York: Dover Publications, 1965).  
 
Military Medicine 
Kevin Brown, Fighting Fit: Health, Medicine and War in the 20th Century (Stroud: History Press, 
2008).  
R. Cooter, M. Harrison and S. Sturdy (eds.), War, Medicine and Modernity (Stroud: Sutton 
Publishing UK, 1998). 
Jack Davies, “Created through conflict: The development of military medicine,” in N. McEnroe, 
Medicine. An Imperfect Science (London: Scala Arts & Heritage Publishers, 2019), 99-125. 
Jack E. McCallum, Military Medicine from Ancient Times to the 21st Century (Oxford: ABC-CLIO, 
2008). 

https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/objects-and-stories
http://medicalmuseums.org/
https://sicktodeath.org/the-sick-to-death-podcast/
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Mark Harrison, The medical war: British military medicine in the First World War (Oxford: 
OUP, 2010). 
John T. Greenwood, F. Clifton Berry, John T. Greenwood Jr., Medics at war: military medicine 
from colonial times to the 21st century (London: Greenhill, 2005). 
The Great War Debate – The First World War and Medicine: how the First World War shaped 
modern medicine with insights from Jack Davies (Imperial War Museum), Louise Bell (National 
Archives) and Jessica Meyer (Leeds), chaired by David Olusoga. 
https://www.centenarybattlefieldtours.org/teaching-resources/great-war-debate-first-
world-war-and-medicine 
 
Nursing 
Linda C. Andrist, Patrice K. Nicholas and Karen A. Wolf (eds.), A History of Nursing Ideas 
(London: Jones and Bartlett, 2006). 
Anne Borsay and Billie Hunter, Nursing and Midwifery in Britain Since 1700, (London: 
Palgrave Macmillan, 2012). 
Mark Bostridge, Florence Nightingale: The Woman and her Legend (London: Penguin, 2020). 
P. Crawford, A. Greenwood, R. Bates and J. Memel, Florence Nightingale at Home 
(Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2020). 
C. Davies, Gender and Professional Predicament in Nursing (Buckingham: Open University 
Press, 1995). 
M.A. Nutting and L.L. Dock, A History of Nursing with an introduction by Lori Williamson 
(Bristol: Thoemmes, 2000). 
A.M. Rafferty, Politics of Nursing Knowledge (London: Routledge, 1996). 
Anne Summers, Angels and Citizens: British Women as Military Nurses, 1854-1914 (London: 
Routledge, 1988) 
 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology 
J. Donnison, Midwives and Medical Men (London: Historical Publications Ltd, 1998). 
Irvine Loudon, Death in Childbirth (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1992). 
O. Moscucci, The Science of Woman (Cambridge: CUP, 2003). 
M. O’Dowd and E. Philipp, The History of Obstetrics and Gynaecology (London: Parthenon, 
1994). 
Philip Rhodes, A Short History of Clinical Midwifery (Hale, Cheshire: Books for Midwives Press, 
1995). 
 
Patients and Doctors 
Miriam Bailin, The Sickroom in Victorian Fiction: The Art of Being Ill (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1994). 
Anne Digby, Making a Medical Living: Doctors and Patients in the English market for medicine, 
1720-1911 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 1994). 
Anne Hanley and Jessica Meyer, Patient Voices in Britain, 1840-1948 (Manchester: 
Manchester University Press, 2021). 
Roy Porter, “The Patient’s View: Doing Medical History from Below”, Theory and Society 14:2 
(1985): 175-198. 
Roy Porter, In Sickness and in Health (London: Fourth Estate, 1988). 
 
 

https://www.centenarybattlefieldtours.org/teaching-resources/great-war-debate-first-world-war-and-medicine
https://www.centenarybattlefieldtours.org/teaching-resources/great-war-debate-first-world-war-and-medicine
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Plagues and Infectious Diseases 
Alfred J. Bollett, Plagues and Poxes: The Impact of Human History on Epidemic Disease 
(New York: Demos Health, New Edition 2004). 
Dorothy Crawford, The Invisible Enemy: A Natural History of Viruses (Oxford: OUP, 2000).  
Christopher Hamlin, Cholera: The Biography (Oxford: OUP, 2009). 
Irvine Loudon, The Tragedy of Childbed Fever (Oxford: OUP, 2000) 
Christian W. McMillen, Pandemics: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: OUP, 2016). 
Paul Slack, Plagues, A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: OUP, 2012). 
J.F.D. Shrewsbury, A History of Bubonic Plague in the British Isles (Cambridge: CUP, 1971). 
G. Williams, Paralysed with Fear: The Story of Polio (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2013). 
G. Williams, Angel of Death: The Story of Smallpox (Basingstoke, Palgrave Macmillan, 2010). 
Philip Ziegler, The Black Death (Stroud: Sutton Publishing, New Edition, 2003) 
 
Pharmacy and Pharmaceuticals 
S.C. Anderson, Making Medicines: A Brief History of Pharmacy and Pharmaceuticals (London: 
Pharmaceutical Press, 2005). 
A.C. Cartwright and N. Anthony Armstrong, A History of the Medicines we take: From Ancient 
Times to Present Day (Barnsley: Pen and Sword, 2000). 
R.A. Church and E.M. Tansey, Burroughs Wellcome and Co, Knowledge, Trust, Profit and the 
Transformation of the British Pharmaceutical Industry, 1880-1940 (London: Crucible Books, 
2004). 
S.W.F. Holloway, Royal Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain 1841 to 1991: A Political and 
Social History (London: Pharmaceutical Press, 1991). 
W. Sneader, Drug Discovery: The Evolution of Modern Medicines (Chichester: Wiley, 1985). 
Re-issued as Drug Discovery: A History (Chichester: Wiley, 2005). 
M. Weatherall, In Search of a Cure: A History of Pharmaceutical Discovery (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 1990). 
R. Zebroski, A Brief History of Pharmacy: Humanity’s Search for Wellness (New York: 
Routledge, 2016). 
All issues of the Pharmaceutical Historian from 1967 are available open access at  
https://histpharm.org/pharmaceutical-historian/ 
 
(History of) Psychiatry  
Lisa Appignanesi, Mad, Bad and Sad: A History of Women and the Mind Doctors from 1800 to 
the Present (Virago: London, 2009). 
Tom Burns, Our Necessary Shadow: The Nature and Meaning of Psychiatry (London: Penguin, 
2013). 
Ian Dowbiggin, The Quest for Mental Health: A Tale of Science, Medicine, Scandal, Sorrow, 
and Mass Society (Cambridge: CUP 2011). 
Roy Porter, Madness: A Brief History (Oxford: OUP, 2002). 
Andrew Scull, Madness in Civilisation: A Cultural History of Insanity from the Bible to Freud, 
from the Madhouse to Modern Medicine (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2015). 
Edward Shorter, From the Age of the Asylum to the Age of Prozac (New York: Wiley, 1996). 
Elaine Showalter, The Female Malady: Women, Madness and English Culture: 1830-1980 
(New York: Pantheon Books, 1985). 
 
 

https://histpharm.org/pharmaceutical-historian/
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Public Health 
Christopher Hamlin, Public Health and Social Justice in the Age of Chadwick: Britain, 1800- 
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