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ΨLŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ 
worth doing then 
it is worth doing 
ōŀŘƭȅΦΩ

G K Chesterton  (1874-1936)



What is Sphere?

ÅIn 1997,a group of humanitarian non-governmental 
organisations and the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movements 
aimed to improve the quality of their actions during disaster 
response and to be held accountable for them.

ÅThe Sphere Handbook (now in its 4th Edition, published in late 
2018) sets clear benchmarks forwhat actions can be considered 
ǘƻ ōŜ ΨƘǳƳŀƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴΩΦ 

Defines humanitarian response as one which is concerned with 
the basic RIGHTS of populations affected by disasters and 

conflicts.





The Principles Grounding Sphere

ÅThe Humanitarian Charter provides the ethical and legal 
backdrop founded on the principle of HUMANITYand 
the HUMANITARIAN IMPERATIVE, these include:

ÅThe right to life with dignity.

ÅThe right to receive humanitarian assistance.

ÅThe right to protection and security.



Humanitarian Charter Principles

ÅThese include:
ÅProtection of civilians in armed conflict:
ÅThe principle of distinction between civilians and combatants, and

between civilian objects and military objectives;

ÅThe principles of proportionality in the use of force and precaution

in attack;

ÅThe duty to refrain from the use of weapons that are indiscriminate

or that, by their nature, cause superfluous injury or unnecessary

suffering; and

ÅThe duty to permit impartial relief to be provided.

ÅThe right to seek asylum or sanctuary.

ÅNon-refoulement(no return of refugees, or IDPs to place of 
persecution; and no return of anyone facing torture)



Protection Principles

άtǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ safety, dignity and 
rightsƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ƻǊ ŀǊƳŜŘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘΦέ
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5ŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨtǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΩΥ

άΧ ŀƭƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ƻōǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
rights of the individual in accordance with the letter and 
the spirit of the relevant bodies of law (i.e. international 
human rights law, international humanitarian law, 
ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜ ƭŀǿύΦέ

Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) 





The Four Protection Principles

1. Enhance the safety, dignity and rights of people, 
and avoid exposing them to harm.

нΦ 9ƴǎǳǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
need and without discrimination.

3. Assist people to recover from the physical and 
psychological effects of threatened or actual 
violence, coercion or deliberate deprivation.

4. Help people claim their rights.



The Legal Foundation to Sphere



Sources of Refugee Law

ÁConvention on the 
Status of  Refugees 
(1951)

ÁProtocol on the 
Status of  Refugees 
(1967)

ÁOAU (Organisation of  
African Unity 
Convention(1969)

ÁCartagena 
Declaration (1984)



International Humanitarian  Law

ÅApplies in times of 

conflict ébut not in 

peace

ÅImposes duties on states 

and warring parties



Core Humanitarian Standard (CHS)



CHS Structure and Components (1)

ÅThe Nine Commitments

ÅThey state what affected communities can expect 
from organisations and individuals delivering 
humanitarian assistance.

ÅQuality Criteria

ÅThey indicate how humanitarian actors need to work 
in order to meet the Nine Commitments.



CHS Structure and Components (2)

ÅKey Actions

ÅDescribe what humanitarian workers need to do in order 
to deliver quality programmes in an accountable manner, 
against each of the nine commitments.

ÅOrganisational Responsibilities

ÅDescribe the policies, processes and systems 
humanitarian organisations need to have in place to 
support their staff, mapped against the nine 
commitments.



Using the Core Humanitarian Standard


