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PRESS RELEASE

Embargoed until 11:00 hours on Monday 11 April 2005

WORLD’S FIRST FACULTY OF CONFLICT AND CATASTROPHE MEDICINE LAUNCHED TODAY

The Society of Apothecaries (SOA) is launching the world’s first Faculty of Conflict and Catastrophe Medicine today to help improve medical responses to man-made and natural disasters across the globe.

The sad events of the Asian tsunami and the complexities of the Iraq war have emphasised the importance and relevance of this initiative.  The new Faculty has been established to put the specialist field of conflict and catastrophe medicine on a firm academic footing in the UK.

The Faculty  will oversee the provision to  health professionals of specialist skills and knowledge  ensuring appropriate medical and surgical responses at the scene of major disasters.

The Faculty builds on the success of the SOA’s Diploma in the Medical Care of Catastrophes, which equips medics with the skills and mindset to practise in the aftermath of a humanitarian disaster. 

Since its introduction in 1994, hundreds of health professionals from across the world including physicians, surgeons, dentists and nurses have taken the examination and have  used their expertise throughout the world.   Examples of these deployments are  Sierra Leone, Iraq, East Timor and Bosnia.

Faculty President , Brigadier Alan Hawley OBE said:

“As Medical Commander in Afghanistan and post-genocide Rwanda, I experienced first-hand the challenge of delivering medical care to people whose lives are stricken by conflict.  In an increasingly unstable world, more and more health professionals will be faced with such challenges. 

“The launch of this Faculty is therefore a big step forward in humanitarian medicine and will set the standards for care when dealing with the consequences of conflict and catastrophe.” 

Jim Ryan, Leonard Cheshire Professor of Conflict Recovery at University College London (UCL) who recently visited Sri Lanka to assess the needs of hospitals treating victims of the tsunami said: 

“To work in potentially dangerous conditions involving extremes of climate and terrain requires specialist knowledge.  I welcome the launch of this Faculty as it demonstrates a long term commitment to providing this expertise.”

Dr Dan Ellis, a Registrar in Emergency Medicine and Intensive Care at St George’s Hospital in London who has completed the Diploma in the Medical Care of Catastrophes, said:

“The Diploma has helped me develop the skills required to practise in a range of difficult medical scenarios, both abroad and in the UK. Completing the diploma has also inspired me to put these skills into practice and I have worked with the Helicopter Emergency Medical Service assisting people by providing roadside care for those involved in road traffic accidents.”

Ends 

For further information or to arrange interviews with Brigadier Alan Hawley OBE, Professor Jim Ryan or Diplomates with conflict and catastrophe experience, please contact Chris Duncan or Lauren Goddard at Munro & Forster on 0207 815 3900 or email chris.duncan@munroforster.com.  Out of hours, please call Chris on 07810 386314.

Notes to Editors:

· The Faculty is officially launched by the Rt. Hon. The Lord Mayor of London  at 6.00 pm
·  The inaugural lecture will be given by Professor Richard Holmes, Professor of Military and Security Studies at Cranfield University, Swindon at 6.10 pm 

· The aims of the Faculty of Conflict and Catastrophe Medicine are to:

· Establish conflict and catastrophe medicine on a firm academic and professional footing

· Develop qualifications at Master and Doctorate level alongside other academic institutions

· Create travelling fellowships in the field of conflict and catastrophe medicine

· Organise training days and conferences for healthcare and other professionals
· Build on the success of the DMCC

· For more information on the Society of Apothecaries please visit www.apothecaries.co.uk or call Registrar Kim Edmunds on 020 7236 1180
