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   Version: 35/Jul 09 

  

The Society of Apothecaries of London 
Diploma in the Philosophy of Medicine (DPMSA) 
Administrative Guidance for Candidates 
 

EXAMINATION TIMETABLE: 2009-2010 
 

Date for agreement of essay title  27 November 2009 

Due date for essay 31 January 2010 

Date for agreement of dissertation title. 

 

End of Spring term 

Date of submission of abstract (optional – see Guide to DPMSA incorporating 
Regulations and Syllabus.) 

 

End of Spring term 

Closing date for entries Wed 12 May 

Written paper Wed 7 July 

Due date for dissertation * Fri 10 September 

 
* Dissertations not submitted by the due date will be deferred to the next examination and a re-entry fee will be 
payable.  

 
 

EXAMINATION FEES 
 
1. Current fees are:    

 
Diploma Examination £495 
(Undergraduates £225) 
Examination re-entry fee £80 per section 
 
 
The Faculty subsidises £270 of the first entry fee of undergraduates in full time education at the closing date, 
and GKT pays the balance for its SSM students.  Candidates who withdraw from the examination after the 
closing date will trigger a forfeit fee as detailed below. 
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WITHDRAWING FROM THE EXAMINATION 
 
2. Candidates who wish to withdraw from the examination must notify the Society in writing.  Withdrawal 

penalties are detailed in the table below. 
 

If the date of receipt of notification of withdrawal falls… 
 

Penalty incurred will be… 

Before the application deadline stated on page 1. 
 

No penalty 

8-6 weeks before the start of the examination (i.e. in the two weeks 
after the application deadline) 
 

£75 

Within 6 weeks of the start of the examination £150 

 
 
PAST EXAMINATION PAPERS 
 
3. Past examination question papers are available in booklets at a cost of £10 (for payment methods see 

below). 

 

 
PAYMENTS 
 
4. Payments can be made via: 
 

Cheque Made payable to ‘The Society of Apothecaries’.  Please write your name, address and 
the diploma name on the back. 
 

PayPalTM Via the Society website: www.apothecaries.org  
 

Direct 
transfer 

Details on application 

 
5. Candidates from overseas should ensure that their cheques yield the correct fee in Sterling AFTER 

deduction of bank charges.  If submitting a bankers draft please note that we only accept drafts drawn 
on a UK bank.  Banker’s drafts should be valid for at least three months after the examination date.   
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INDICATIVE READING 
 
Almond, B. (1998)  Exploring Ethics.  A traveller's tale (Oxford, Blackwell) pb £14.99 (reviewed in Journal 
of Applied Philosophy, 16.1.1999). 
 
Almond, Brenda (2006) The Fragmenting Family (Oxford, Oxford University Press). 
 
Almond, Brenda and Hill, Donald, Eds. (1991) Applied Philosophy (London, Routledge). Part V: Ethics and 
Medicine. 
 
Aristotle Nicomachean Ethics ed. Crisp, R. 2000 (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press) 
 
Beauchamp, Tom L. and Childress, James F. (5th edn, 2001) Principles of Biomedical Ethics (New York 
and Oxford, Oxford University Press). 
 
Benn, Piers (1998) Ethics (London, UCL Press). 
 
Blackburn, Simon (2000) Ethics, a Very Short Introduction (Oxford) 
 
Boyd, K.M., Higgs, R. and Pinchin, A.J. eds (1997) The New Dictionary of Medical Ethics (London, BMJ). 
 
Brazier, M. (1992) Medicine, Patients and the Law, 2nd edn (Harmondsworth, Penguin). 
 
Campbell, A., Gillett, G. and Jones, G. (2006) 4th edn Medical Ethics (Oxford, Oxford University Press). 
 
Cottingham, J., ed. (1996) Western Philosophy, an anthology (Oxford, Blackwell), esp. Part VII, Morality 
and the good life, and Part VIII, Problems in Ethics 
 
Craig, Edward (2000) Philosophy, A Very Short Introduction (Oxford) 
 
Dworkin, G. (1988) The Theory and Practice of Autonomy (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press). 
 
Fulford, K.W.M. et al, ed. (2006) The Oxford Textbook of Philosophy and Psychiatry (Oxford, Oxford 
University Press), chap. 1. 
 
Fulford, K.W.M., Gillett, G. and Soskice, J.M., eds (1994) Medicine and Moral Reasoning (Cambridge, 
Cambridge University Press). 
 
Gillon, Raanan (1986) Philosophical Medical Ethics (Chichester, John Wiley on behalf of British Medical 
Journal). 
 
Gillon, Raanan and Lloyd, Ann, eds. (1994) Principles of Health Care Ethics (Chichester, Wiley). 
 
Glover, Jonathan (1977) Causing Death and Saving Lives (Harmondsworth, Penguin). 
 
Glover, Jonathan, ed. (1990) Utilitarianism and its Critics (London, Collier Macmillan). 
 
Harris, John (1985) The Value of Life  (London, Routledge). 
 
Hope, T., Savulescu, J., Hendrick, J. (2008) Medical Ethics - the core curriculum (London, Churchill 
Livingston).  
 
Hope, T (2004) Medical Ethics-A Very Short Introduction (Oxford, Oxford University Press) 
 
Kant Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals, ed. Gregor, M. 1997 (Cambridge, Cambridge University 
Press). 
 
Kuhse, H. and Singer, P., eds. (2001) Companion to Bioethics (Oxford, Blackwell)
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LaFollette, H., ed. (1997) Ethics in Practice (Oxford, Blackwell) esp. Part I, Life and Death 
 
Lockwood, Michael ed. (1985) Moral Dilemmas in Moral Medicine (Oxford, Oxford University Press). 
 
Mason, J.K. and Laurie, G.T. (2006) Mason and McCall Smith's Law and Medical Ethics, 7th edn. 
(Oxford, Oxfrod University Press). 
 
Nicholson, Richard (1986) Medical Research with Children (Oxford, Oxford University Press). 
 
Norman, Richard (1998) 2nd edn. The Moral Philosophers (Oxford, the Clarendon Press). 
 
Singer, Peter ed. (1991, pbk.1993) A Companion to Ethics (Oxford, Blackwell). 
 
Smith, Trevor (1999) Ethics in Medical Research (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press). 
 
Solomon,R. and Sherman, D., ed (2003) The Blackwell Guide to Continental Philosophy (Oxford, 
Blackwell). 
 
Tannsjo, Torbjorn (2002) Understanding Ethics: an introduction to moral theory. 
 
Thomson, Anne (1999) Critical Reasoning in Ethics (London and New York, Routledge). 
 
Warburton, Nigel (1999) 3rd edn Philosophy: the Basics (London, Routledge). 
 
Warburton, Nigel (1998) Philosophy, the Classics (London and New York, Routledge)Wolff, J. (1996) An 
Introduction to Political Philosophy (Oxford, Oxford University Press) esp. chapter 5 
 
Journals: Journal of Medical Ethics, Bulletin of Medical Ethics, Bioethics, Journal of Applied 
Philosophy. Clinical Ethics 

 


